Criteria for “judging” the performance of a League Cricket Pitch and Outfield


	Description
	Pitch
	Outfield

	Very Good


	· Excellent Preparation

· Even, very hard surface with no wear to surface.

· Even, consistent stump high bounce with excellent “carry” to keeper and slips.

· Batsmen and all types of bowlers have an excellent chance to display their skills.

· Pitch appears suitable for County 2nd XI or representative games.
	· Very well mown and prepared for the game.

· Extremely good grass cover over the whole surface.

· Excellent “run” to the ball.

· Fielders can have total confidence in predicting the path of the ball..

	Good


	· Good preparation.

· Even, hard surface with even grass cover.

· Lack of wear especially in “danger area”.

· Even, consistent stump high bounce, with good “carry” to keeper and slips.

· Batsmen and all types of bowlers have a very good chance to display their skills.
	· Well mown and prepared for the game.

· Very good grass cover over the whole surface.

· True “run” to the ball.

· Fielders always able to predict the path of the ball

	Satisfactory


	· Signs of sound preparation.

· Pitch looks fit for a 90/100 over match.

· Even, firm surfaces but possibly quite worn in places.

· Consistent bounce

· But low bounce with poor “carry” to keeper and slips.

· Batsmen and all types of bowlers have a reasonable chance to display their skills
	· Mown and prepared for the game.

· Generally consistent “run” to the ball.

· With occasional inconsistent bounce.

· Fielders can generally predict the path of the ball.

	Unsatisfactory


	· Possible signs of lack of preparation.

· Worn pitch and/or one that suggests at the start that it is likely to break-up.

· Inconsistent bounce.

· Batsmen unable to display their skills

· In general bowlers gain too much help from pitch.
	· Prepared for the game but too long.

· Some parts of the surface are badly uneven, Soccer goalmouths etc.

· Fielders have real problems predicting the path of the ball

	Unfit


	· Obvious lack of preparation, unmown etc.

· Highly variable bounce.

· Danger of injury to Batsmen.

· Real concerns for safety of U.18 players.
	· Total lack of preparation, uncut.

· Highly variable surface – bumps, holes.

· Highly variable bounce, fielders totally unable to predict path of ball.

· Real concerns for safety of U.18 players


